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Fellows Veterans’ & Members, 

I hope that you are all in good spirits and are as excited 
about the new renovations as I am. On April 7, we had our 

“walk through/ open day”, this was an extremely  
successful day even without it being completed. Most of 

the comments were complimentary, with an additional 35  
applications for membership. 

 

Sunday April 14, we had our  
ANZAC commemoration March and Service.  

Good weather prevailed (once again), which resulted in 
good attendance. Travis McDonnell, an Afghanistan  

Veteran and a former employee of the  
RSL read the ANZAC Requiem. 

 
Bruna Norrish, a two-tour  Veteran of East Timor read “The 
Ode to the Fallen”. We welcome the ‘Younger Veterans’ 
to participate and be active and a part of our services in 

the future. I understand that there were a further 30  
memberships this day as well, welcome aboard.  
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Anita and I attended the commemoration service at Queens 
Park, Moonee Ponds at 3pm, hosted dually by  

Essendon RSL Sub-Branch and Moonee Valley City Council.  
I laid a wreath on the KERSL’s behalf,  

then on to La Manna’s to sell Anzac badges. 

 
Thursday April 25, ANZAC Day Dawn Service, another  

excellent attendance on a cold crisp morning. The service was, 
once again, well received by members and visitors alike, the 

sound system was highly praised. People at the  
Essendon North Primary School, Keilor Road claimed that they 
could hear the words of both National Anthems clearly almost 

as if they were at the service. First time readers were Billy  
Wigmore, a Vietnam Veteran, who read “The ODE to the  

Fallen” and Brian Woodward a son of a Vietnam  
Veteran and a Veteran in his own right, having served in East  

Timor, he read the ‘Prayer of Remembrance.’ 
 

The number of breakfasts served was much less than  
previous years, one explanation was that people left earlier 

than usual because of the earlier start of the ANZAC March in 
the city. Many I spoke to in the car park and in the club rooms 

stated that they had too many sausages  
in bread to enjoy a full breakfast.   
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On ANZAC Day, I attended two other services, the first being 
at the Cenotaph at Keilor Village, I recited the ODE and laid 
a wreath, this was hosted by the Keilor Historical Society. The  

second being at the E.D.F.L game between Oak Park F.C 
and Westmeadows F.C. Geoff Noonan read the ODE at the 

Avondale Heights VS Aberfeldie game at 2pm. ANZAC  
Services were commemorated at five aged care facilities 

three schools, Wintringham Delahey and at the V.F.L 
 Essendon VS Collingwood game at Windy Hill. 

 

This year we had many kind donations made to the Sub-
Branch; These included two tickets to the ANZAC football 
match at the M.C.G, a Centenary bear and an Essendon 

2019 ANZAC jumper.  

 
Funerals have unfortunately been prominent this year, with 
15 being attended by me. (Not all KERSL but all RSL related) 

 
Onto other news, it has been decided by the Keilor East RSL 
Committee that there will no longer be a KERSL “Christmas 

Party” this year. Instead we will be re-naming and changing 
the concept slightly to a KERSL ‘Family Christmas Picnic’.  
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The major change will be that there will not be Christmas  
presents for the children as previous years, instead there will 
still be show bags available to Bubs through to 11 years of 
age (primary school only). The Thursday night raffle which 

funds the day will remain the same and all funds raised will be 
spent on the picnic day with additional ‘freebies’ which are 

to be organized. This information will be available to members 
A.S.A.P. 

 
The Vietnam Veterans Day  

Commemorative service will be held at the Cenotaph Heinze 
reserve on Sunday the 18th of August, commencing at 2.30pm 
(please note the new timing). The time change will prevent a 
clash with the march in the city at 11am. Finger food will be 

available in the clubrooms post service.  

 
I would like to once again, highlight the immense contribution 
that is made to this sub-branch by our many volunteers. Be 

assured that your effort is noted, appreciated and even  
envied by others within the RSL structure.  

 

Take care, 
John Johnson OAM 

President 
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Members, 

I would like to start off by saying in my previous  
newsletter entry I stated that by the next newsletter the 
renovations would be finished, and yes, they finally are!  
Our sincerest thank you for all your patience throughout 

that time, it was well worth the wait. 

 
Keilor East RSL is trading better now than it ever has  

before with membership and patronage increased by a 
solid 30%. We are now at a total of 2314 financial  

members with a minimum of 50 people signing up a 
month, so with that I would like to give a warm welcome 
to all new members and inform all members who may not 
be aware of our regular events that occur every week/

month at the club.  
 

Thursday nights we have our weekly raffle, this raises money 
for our Keilor East RSL Family Christmas Picnic and is drawn 
at 6.45pm, then we have our members draw, this jackpots 
by $50 each week and currently sits at $600 you must be 
present to claim the prize. Friday night’s start off with our 
5000-points draw at 6pm, (swipe your card at the kiosk to 
enter), our Spin the Wheel interactive game, that jackpot 

currently sits at $4400. 
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Raffles at 6.45pm, ticket sales of this raffle support social 
events. Weekly and monthly entertainment is still well  

supported. Friday nights is free entertainment and we have 
our band shows on the last Saturday of each month, please 

see entertainment calendar for event names and dates.  

 
Last three and race tipping occur every Saturday  

morning as well as TAB facilities available now.  

 
Sporting sections of our club are always looking for more 
members to join if interested, there are Angling, Golf and 

Lawn Bowls. 
 

If you would like any more information about anything  
mentioned in this newsletter entry, please don’t hesitate to 

contact our friendly staff.  
 

Regards, 

 
Kevin Millman 
Hon. Secretary  
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Vale  
Maurice Mallon 

Roger  Isherwood 

Jean Parker 

Jack Temple 

Lillian A. Barclay 

Graeme Anderson 

James Richards 

Ethel Considine 

Alfred Green 
Bruce Drake 

Shirley Overs 

Service 

Service 

Affiliate 

Service 

Affiliate 

Affiliate 

Service 

Affiliate 

Service 

Service 

Affiliate 
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At this time, as usual, I try to paint an overall picture of the financial 
health of the Club, informing you, as much as possible  

about our fiscal position. 
 

Unfortunately, this is not possible at this point in time due in part of the 
unexpected leave of our Office Manager.  This is not to say we are 
not functioning at all, we are keeping abreast of the problems as 

they confront us, and with the outstanding help of Jacqui, both she 
and I are keeping up with all the regulatory requirements. 

 
My skill set as Treasurer has had to improve dramatically as I find I 

have a whole host of other duties that go with my role. These extra 
duties have enhanced my appreciation of the work that the office 

personnel carry out on a daily basis. We have also retained the  
services of Mrs Janice Daniels, an accountant, to assist us with all  

other matters pertaining to bookkeeping and record management. 
 

My next report will be more of a detailed manner as I get more  
familiar with the day to day requirements of the club. 

 
Peter G Dodds 
Hon. Treasurer 

  

Fellow Members,  
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Volunteers and Members, 

Another very successful ANZAC appeal, raising a total of 
$90,876.85. Considering the circumstances, we had to 

cope with i.e. School holidays, Easter, Good Friday Appeal, 
this was a great effort. 

 

I would like to thank all of the RSL for their support and  
assistance, especially Jenny, Pauline, Jacqui and Daniella 

who handled the administration for the first time, well 
done!, our President John for his support during the  

Appeal, the RSL Staff, my wife Sandi who is always there 
to assist, and Sandi's little helpers who assist prior, during 

and post appeal. It's not possible to be so successful  
without the dedication and support by you, the  

Volunteers, thank you. 
 

The wash up meeting held on the 20th of May was a great 
night, well attended and enjoyed by all. Looking forward 

to your continued support in November. 

 
John O’Sullivan 
Appeals Officer 
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A hairdresser is available at the club on the 1st Tuesday of each month, 

so our Veterans and War Widows can have their hair cut free of charge 

as well as enjoying a social lunch. 

This is a club sponsored initiative. 

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL 

For both lunch and haircuts.  
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Once again, half the year has just flown by  
and it has been a busy time. Special thanks to the  

volunteers for your fantastic effort with the ANZAC appeal. 

 

As a reminder from the 2nd of July the Veterans lunches 
are being changed from the Friday to the Tuesday, first and 

third weeks of the month. July there will be only one  
veteran due to Christmas in July. 

 

The Welfare Office is nearly completed, so for the time    
being if you need any assistance or advise or a just to have 

a conversation, I am still available the rest of the time by 
phone by contacting the office. 

 

Jenny Brown 

Snr. Vice President & Welfare Officer 

Volunteers & Members,  
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Winter is definitely here! however, many social activities  
continue to provide enjoyment for all members and visitors. 

 

Morning Melodies celebrated its 19th Birthday in May with cake 
and ice creams. Numbers are growing rapidly so you need to 

book in advance. Sincere thanks to all our dedicated  

volunteers who come each month to ensure a smooth day 
and bring happiness to our visitors.  

 

Special thanks to our “Knitters”. This year we have delivered 60 
sets, 27 jumpers and 123 beanies to the mothers and baby 

clinics in Papua New Guinea.  

 

This year’s Children’s Hospital Appeal raised $2856, a fantastic 
effort once again. On the 22nd of May we held our Big Morning 
Tea for Cancer and raised a total of $5263.45, thank you to all 

who donated items and gave generously.  

Volunteers and Members, 
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On the back of this newsletter you will find a copy of our 
social program for the next 6 months.  

Special dates to remember are; 

 

• 24th of July – Christmas in July 

• 16th of September – Pink Pig Morning Tea 

• 27th of September – Pink Pig major raffle 

• 1st of December – KERSL Family Christmas Picnic 

• 11th of December – Christmas Luncheon 

• 20th of December – Major Raffle 
 

The club subsidizes many events – Bus trips, luncheons, 
shows and morning melodies. Come along, share a meal, 

join in activities, fundraising, entertainment, dancing or  
 become a volunteer helping others, meet new people 

and make some new friends. 

Anita Johnson 
Social Co-Ordinator  
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 It feels like a long time since our last newsletter back in  
December. So much has happened since and what a  

perfect time to bring you up to date. 

 

I will start off by saying well done to all the people behind 
the scenes in making the special events on the RSL  

calendar memorable. The March and Service, the ANZAC 
DAY Dawn service, the Appeals department and all the  

volunteers for their continual support ensuring that these are 
at the forefront of the Keilor East RSL’s mindset. 

 

Onto our Renovations, they are finally complete and the RSL 
is fully open for business. We have added many new  
services and upgrades to your RSL, like Fox sports, TAB  

facilities and Sky Racing, a new Café area, free WIFI, Public 
address system and a bigger and better members lounge 

boasting large TV screens to watch all your live sports.  
The addition of upstairs with a new board/training room and 
a designated function room with a bi-fold wall between to 
make one large function space for your next special event.  

A warm welcome to all our members  

and their guests  this winter,  
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There will be a reception by the entrance to greet and assist 
with all your enquiries. We have relaunched our social golf club 

with many members taking up the opportunity to get out on 
these once a month social day and have a hit, Please See 

Pauline Grinter, Gary Pettit about joining our new club. 

 

We continue to see growth with our membership here at the 
RSL as it increases year on year, this year we tip to break the 

2500 active members for the year. As you know 1-year  
membership is $10 or 3 years for $25.  It’s fantastic to see the 

number of younger patrons signing up to be apart of this  
fantastic RSL club. 

 

Social events and calendar, please check for some changes on 
our latest listings. We had a fantastic turnout in March for the 

BEE GEES tribute show “Night Fever”. In my opinion It was one of 
our best shows yet and looking forward to some up and coming 
shows later in the year with Pat Perry and Memory Lane rocking 
back the clock, Ripchords with their 60’s and thru, Kato singing 
classic Italian songs and Issy Dye with the J O’K show and Neil 

Diamond Show, these are set to sell out, so do get in quick. 
Don’t forget our Free Friday night entertainment, come down 

and be apart of this great night.  



 

Keilor East RSL Sub-Branch Inc Mid-Year Newsletter 2019                                                                                 28                                          

 

Please feel free to let me know if there are some entertainers 
you would like to see play here at the RSL and  

see if we can make it happen. 

 

Our club seems to be back on track and bar sales continue to 
increase after the completions of renovations and disruptions of 

the last 12 months. Other areas of the club are seeing great  
increases which help the bottom line. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank you; our members for your patience 
and understanding through the last 12 months of renovations 

and for your continual support and patronage. Thank you to all 
the volunteers for your tireless efforts in and around the RSL. To 
the President, Committee and my staff, thank you for your hard 

work and look forward to latter half of the year.  

 

Tony Hasbani 

General Manager   
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